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AUSTRALIAN SOUND SYSTEMS

V5 Amenities Receiver

Summary of Findings

I have been fortunate encugh to have had access to three of these receivers. All have
had a circuit diagram on the underside of the case. Although one circuit diagram was
severely worn with large areas missing, I was able to fairly well establish that it was
identical with one of the other sets. This is a summary of what [ found:-

Set (A) Dated 11/1944 with Serial No. in the 270°s, Supplied by the Red Cross Society of
Australia according to transfers on the case. The case has a vertical metal strap spot
welded to it at each end and a bracket with a square hole at the top right of the
speaker louvred cover. Inside of the case is painted a vellow colour. There is an angle
strip spot welded to the top inside and this has had a large section removed roughly
as if by a hacksaw. The circuit diagram 1s as I have drawn on Sheet 1. Looking at the
circuit diagram around the AVC connection to the coil-box, [ find it hard to believe
that the receiver would work. I suspect that this was a drawing ervor which was not
found prior to the diagrams being attached to the case.

Set (B} Unknown Date, Senal No. or Supplier. Same case style as Set {(A) including the
roughly cut out angle sirip and interior colour. Circuit diagram is worn but appears to
be the same as in Set (A)i.c. Sheet 1.

Set (C) Dated June 1945 with Serial No. in the 1580°s. Supplied by the A.A Amenities
Service according to a brags plate attached to the speaker louvred cover. This case
does not have the metal straps at each end nor the metal bracket with the square hole.
The case inferior is not painted and appears to have a cadmium or similar fype finish.
The angle strip along the top inside is of a lower profile and is not ‘hacked’ around.
The circuit diagram is as I have drawn in Sheet 2. Note the changes in the AVC/coil-
box areas and some component values have changed In this set, the valve top-cap
clips are coil-spring type as opposed to the cup type in Sets (A) & (B). All valve
metal shields on this receiver have soldered connections to the chassis. Sets (A) &
(B) had the valve shields but not the soldered connection.

In taking ohmmeter readings on all three coil-box units, it appears that they are all
wired as per the Sheet 2 circuit. All sets have the capacitor to ground from the PB
(Push Button) as also indicated in Sheet 2. [ have not been able to look at the vibrator
circuitry in each set to see if they vary as in the two diagrams.

I suspect that all V5 sets may have been built as per the circuit on Sheet 2. Maybe
Circuit 1 was in the pre-production stages and after 55 years, we’ll probably never
really know.

An oddity? Even though the importance of a good earth is stressed in the Operating
Instruction Card, there is no earth terminal fitted. At least not to the three I have
looked at.

Dave Prince VK4KDP
November 1999,
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